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TheS8 Plan provides benefits to certain vested Players who have been diagnosed vfith dementia, 
ALS, or Parkinson's disease. Effective for applications received on and after March 1, 2017, the 
definition of "dementia'' has been changed to the following; 

"Dementia" means dementia diagnosed when there are cognitive or behavioral 
[n euro psychiatric) symptoms that meet the following criteria; 

L The synnptoms interfere with the ability to function at work or at usual activities; 
and 

iL The symptoms represent a decline from previous levels of functioning and 
performing; and 

iiL The symptoms are not explained by delirium or major psychiatric disorder; and 

IV. Cognitive impairnrient is detected and diagnosed through ^ combination of (1) 
history-taking from the patient and a knowledgeable informant and (2) an 
objective cognitive assessment, either a 'bedside' mental status exa mi nation or 
neuropsychological testing. Neuropsychoiogical testing should be performed 
when the routine history and bedside m;enral status examination cannot provide 
a confident diagnosis, 

V. The cognitive or behavioral impairment involves a minimum of two of the 
foilowing domains: 

1. Impaired ability to acquire and remember new information—symptoms 
incliidei repetitive questions or conversations, misplacing personal 
belongings, forgetti ng events o r a pp o intments, gett i ng lost o n a fa m ill a r route. 

2. Impaired reasoning and handling of complex tasks, poor judgment— 
sy m pto ms in ci u d e; poor han d li ng of safety risks, in a b ility to m a nage f i na nces, 
poor dec! si on-making abifity, inability to plan complex or sequential activities. 

3. Impaired vfsuospatlal abilities—symptoms include: inability to recogniie faces 
or common objects or to find objects in direct view despite good scuity, 
inability' to operate simple instfuments, or orient dodiing to the body. 

4. Impaired language functions—symotoms include: difficulty thinking of 
common words vrhile speakin.g, hesitations; speech, spelling, and writing 
errors. 
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